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was to win general acceptance, but at the time the home Government
upheld Milner. Brodrick, now Secretary for War, wrote to
Kitchener :
We are all very much opposed to a complete amnesty to Cape and Natal
rebels. The feeling is that it will be a surviving reproach to us. The loyalists
at least have surely a right to see a very moderate Cape punishment inflicted
on rebels. Is it not likely that with one more turn of the military screw
they will be ready for submission ?
Kitchener, his biographer tells us, " had justifiable misgivings as
to whether the war, with all its misery and all its waste was not being
continued merely to put two or three hundred Dutchmen in prison
at the end of it." I
The military screw was to be turned many times before the combat-
ants got back to the Middelburg position. Kitchener now tried the
plan of surrounding the principal fighting areas with chains of block-
houses. This so far succeeded that a larger part of the Transvaal
became relatively quiet and certain mines resumed working. But
elsewhere raids and pursuits continued with varying fortunes for
another ten months. Botha raided into Natal, and later, after a hair-
breadth escape, defeated a column under Colonel Benson, the Colonel
himself being killed; Smuts and De Wet swept again into Cape
Colony, and did their utmost to stir up the Cape Dutch ; De la Rey
severely handled Colonel Kekewich's column at Moedville, and on
Christmas Eve De Wet captured a large force of Yeomanry at Twee-
fontein. But in spite of these exploits the Boer power was declining
at the end of the year, and the completion of the blockhouses released
the British columns from their dependence on the railway, and enabled
Kitchener to undertake the series of drives across country in the Orange
River Colony, the Transvaal, and the disturbed areas of the Cape,
which ended the war. The Boers fought stubbornly to the end, and
had a final success in the capture of Lord Methuen and his column at
Tweebosch on March 6, 1902. In the last stage the Free State Boers
were even more irreconcilable than the Transvaalers, and ex-President
Steyn and De Wet continued to protest against parleying with the
British on any basis short of saving the independence of the two
l"Life of Kitchener," Vol. II, p. 26.
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